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PETER J. PRONOVOST, M.D., Ph.D., NAMED 2019 RECIPIENT OF THE  

WILLIAM B. GRAHAM PRIZE FOR HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH 

 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C., May 2, 2019 – Peter J. Pronovost, M.D., Ph.D., chief clinical 

transformation officer at University Hospitals (UH), an integrated super-regional health system in 

northern Ohio, has been named the 2019 recipient of the William B. Graham Prize for Health Services 

Research. The Baxter International Foundation and the Association of University Programs in Health 

Administration (AUPHA) will present the Prize on Wednesday, June 12, 2019, during the AUPHA 

Annual Meeting in New Orleans. 

 

The Prize, which has been awarded since 1986, recognizes the contributions of health services 

researchers who have had a significant impact on the health of the public in one of three primary focus 

areas: health services management, health policy development or healthcare delivery. An independent 

committee of past winners, distinguished academics, and internationally recognized researchers 

selects the recipient each year. 

 

“Dr. Pronovost has had an immense impact on the field of health services delivery and research. It 

is an honor to recognize his many contributions with the Prize this year,” said Nir Menachemi, Ph.D., 

MPH, professor and chair of health policy and management at Indiana University and the Graham Prize 

selection committee chair. “Dr. Pronovost is an accomplished clinician and scientist, and a world leader in 

patient safety research and practice. He has concentrated his passions for the betterment of patients 

around the globe.” 

 

“I am humbled, honored and energized to receive the 2019 William B. Graham Prize for Health 

Services Research,” said Dr. Pronovost. “Humbled to join a community of distinguished researchers who 

have impacted healthcare; honored to be aligned with a great organization and to receive this prestigious 

award; and energized to continue working to improve the health of those we serve.” 

 
“It’s been an honor to support this Prize for the last 33 years and to commemorate the legacy of 

our former CEO and chairman, William Graham,” said Veronica Arroyave, executive director of the Baxter 

International Foundation. “With a deeply held passion for our mission to save and sustain lives, we’re 

http://annualmeeting.aupha.org/home
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thrilled that Dr. Pronovost was recognized, as his efforts to revolutionize the quality of patient care will be 

felt now and for generations to come.”   

 
Dr. Pronovost develops and leads strategic initiatives to improve value across the UH health 

system.  He is the clinical lead for population health and high-reliability medicine, with direct responsibility 

for the UH employee accountable care organization. He also leads the growth and adoption of digital 

health – including telehealth and virtual health – solutions to better serve the patient and provider 

communities. Dr. Pronovost is a clinical professor of anesthesiology and perioperative medicine at Case 

Western Reserve University School of Medicine. He previously served as Johns Hopkins Medicine senior 

vice president for Patient Safety and Quality and the founder and director of the Johns Hopkins Medicine 

Armstrong Institute for Patient Safety and Quality. He also served as the senior vice president for Clinical 

Strategy and as the chief medical officer for UnitedHealthcare. 
 
 

About the William B. Graham Prize for Health Services Research 
 

Since 1986, the Baxter International Foundation and the Association of University Programs in 

Health Administration have awarded the William B. Graham Prize for Health Services Research to 

recognize researchers who have made major contributions to the health of the public through innovative 

research in health services. The Prize honors the late William B. Graham, longtime chairman and CEO 

of Baxter International Inc., and is internationally regarded as the premier recognition for individuals 

conducting health services research. The Prize includes an award of $25,000 to the individual and 

$25,000 to a non-profit institution that supports the winner’s work. Past recipients have included 

Elizabeth Bradley, Ph.D., David Blumenthal, M.D., John Iglehart, and Uwe Reinhardt, Ph.D. 

 

About the Prize Sponsors 
 

Every day, Baxter strives to make a meaningful difference in the lives of those who depend on 

Baxter products and in the communities where employees live and work. The Baxter International 

Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Baxter International Inc., helps advance the company’s mission to 

save and sustain lives. Baxter partners with organizations around the world to increase access to 

healthcare for the underserved, to develop the next generation of innovators who will lead the way in 

advancing healthcare and to create a long-lasting impact in communities globally. Baxter is proud to 

support initiatives and organizations that make a positive, lasting impact in these critical areas. For 

more information, please visit https://www.baxter.com/our-story/corporate-responsibility. 

 

AUPHA is a global network of colleges, universities, faculty, individuals, and organizations 

dedicated to the improvement of healthcare delivery through excellence in healthcare management and 

policy education. Its mission is to foster excellence and innovation in health management and policy 

education, and scholarship. It is the only non-profit entity of its kind that works to improve the delivery of 

health services – and thus the health of citizens – throughout the world by educating professional 

managers at the entry level. AUPHA’s membership includes the premier baccalaureate, master’s, and 

doctoral programs in health administration education in the United States, Canada, and around the 

world. For more information, please visit www.aupha.org. 
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